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Subject: Inside EPA - Latest Issue Now Available

Mow available: The latest issue of Inside EPA.

Mercer, EPA Region 1 Administrator Pick, Withdraws At Start Of Tenure

Former Maine environment chief Paul Mercer has declined the role of EPA Region 1 administrator on the day he
was dug to stari the position, following snvironmentalists’ criticism that his work under the stale’s former
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conservative governor would bolster the agency’s deregulatory agenda and hurt morale in a region with shrinking
staff levals.

Former CASAC Chair Alleges ‘Procedural Irregularities’ In NAAQS Reviews

A former chairman of EPA’s Clean Alr Scientific Advisory Committes (CASAC) is alleging “procedural
irregularities” in the conduct of current panel chairman Tony Cox, charging it further undermines the craedibility of
the EPA’s truncated process for reviewing national ambient air quality standards (NAAQS).

EPA Touts 10-Year TRl Cuts To Bolster Rollbacks Despite Annual Increase

Top EPA officials touted just-released analysis of the Toxic Release Inventory (TRI), which show a decline in
releases over 10 vears, 1o renew arguments that such improvements show that the Trump administration’s
deregulatory efforis can be advanced without increasing risks, though the analysis showed an increase in folal
annual releases.

New Mexico Court Push May Limit Impact Of Key Suit On State PFAS Powers

New Mexico officials are seeking to steer Defense Depariment litigation challenging their permit restrictions on
per- and polvfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) to state court, a move that if successful could limit any precedent the
litigation may set on federal officials’ ability to challenge such state actions.
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